ISSAC BLACKMON

The following newsletter was taken from the McKoy and Ryals Family Reunion Program  from the July 31-August 2, 1998 Reunion held at the Holiday Inn in Green Belt, Maryland.

I injured my back in August 1989 and was unable to work; at least not doing the type of work that I was use to doing. I sat around home day in and day out totally miserable. I told my wife that I wanted to go back to school and get my high school diploma. I put it off as long as I could, thinking that the younger students would be more advanced than I was. One day I ask the Lord to help me overcome the fear that I was experiencing and to help me get my diploma. On April 18, 1995, I graduated from Central Carolina Community College’s Adult High School program with my high school diploma-not GED. I graduated with an 89.9 GPA and was informed that I could get a scholarship to go to college. Again I went to the Lord and asked that He lead and guide me in making this decision. I enrolled under the certificate program. After being enrolled for about (?)quarters, I found that it was not as hard as I thought in the beginning. After talking to the Lord and my advisor, I decided to enroll in the degree program. During the semester before I was to graduate, my advisor called me in and asked me if I would like to enroll as a double major. He informed me that I had taken most of the primary courses and that I only had to take the programming courses to do a double major. So again I went to the Lord and asked His divine guidance and on May 15, 1998, I graduated from Central Carolina Community College with an Associate Degree in Information Systems and Technology and Information Systems with a Programming Concentration and with Honors. On May 17, 1998, I went to a Job Fair in Raleigh, North Carolina and talked to the recruiter from Electronic Data Systems who gave me an interview the very next day. I started work there on June 15, 1998, as a Business Analyst. I would like for everyone to know that it was nothing without the Lord, His Grace, and His Mercy. In summation, I would like to encourage others out there like me that have a dream but are afraid to follow it, to just trust in God. Think about God and who He is. He did it for me and I know in my heart that He will do it for you. –Issac Blackmon

